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ALL FICTURES The L-shaped
dl!.:'rl.ulng mom-cwm-hhraryg.
The curiains. Rorman bnds and

watas in front of (e fire are m labncs
by Nicholas Haslam: ‘Delatour,
‘Kneghisbnaga’ and "Wallaca
Chendle’ raspectvely, The bbrary

e night) 13 coverad m velvad

THIS LONDOM
TOWN HOUSE HAS
BEEN DECORATED

IN A SIMPLE,
LUXURIOUS
IDIOM THAT

|5 CONSISTENTLY
UNDERSTATED




ABCOVE An oak pargue floar runs throwghout the drasang room-curn-library BELOWS
F m;.gm.‘nmm ltabian ﬂlgl‘l'll'_"L."'l'I||1'l_;E'l'l'|l.;r!|l chandeler dommates the dlr'-ng FOGIm, m
which |Yakan r|lr'.|_:l:|_:r_.=r1lh-|_:r_:r'.|ur!,.'w:,|ll seancEs Hanmk an antigque: pres glu.:;:j by rlghl_:'

anw reular readers of interiors
magazines pride themselves
on hawang a “way” with deco-
ration of bemmge able w
arrange i room m a pleasing and com-
lertable Bshion. Yed, nifty as we may be
at choosing sola cushions or lampshades,
st of us e himuetns where more
complex design conundrums are con-
|-:'1I:rl| |.||.i~\. 1= |||'-..|I.I-|' afe dl I:'.'||'
distinctions  between good  iterion
l|1'*~'i1;]|1'|*~.'.|l|.| l|'|-: sl l|| [ IR L I|||'||':||‘|i|||l.
v dlesion an arca within a S[EACE MR )
'-.'.llil. |I “I'l i i1 le= il I'|I|'|'|'|1_. | '||.||'|:|1:-r|i=a-|:|-
solustiom, b -|-r|||'|||1|||_'_ which 15 inneoaa-
ive el ex ;.1|||-_-|. ] |:-e |‘|||||-.-e featured
|||'||' III""\-i:_:lll'l:I. II". |:l||1:l||| :"I.Ill'i-l:'lliljll_ i'\- |
line example of II.Ii'-u]:I:II ticiilar talent.

Paolo once saw himsell more as a
clesigner ol wexiles, lurniure and hgha-
ing than of mternors, but thas hoose
knightshrdee 15 the fourth that he has
tackled and his touch = increasingly
assuredd, 1 be bewel froan the young osn-
=, returtnie o Eneland from the States
arud abonit to hivve thewr fiest ehild, swas o
miake this tvpcally narmow, London town
howse as helie and braght as fa wathle, with
spaces that could encompass both family
and a more formal hifie,

L the oround oor, the dining room
acjoins the kinchen, Paolo’s task was o
make this [ront room work boitlh as a
Gamily rodom bot, occasionally, % a st
dining room. His solution pivots on the
table he designed, segmented like a
wooden water lily, with petals that lold
ol bo make aomuch larger, corcular table,
Lo merease circulaton space arouncdd this,
he reduced the depth of the chimneyp-
iece, The single window  obviously
needed a e help, so to add width,
Paolo hung a parr of heavy, plam linen

dlrisss cortans bevond the window Irame

Al clesiened donhle blineds for the wine-

dow itsell - one pair i washable sheer
linen from MNicholas Haslam, the second,
Foman blinds i the ever-useful ‘Eaton
et k' I A .l|||'|,|'“-I anil I'll'-'-;.l r:
a complicatcd-sounding arrangemaen
which nevertheless looks wonderfully sin-
ple, Sinuous, painted plants grow up the
witlls, inspired by elghteenth-ventury lial-
ran frescoes, Chver the talble hangs a preim
cightecnth-century lalian chandelier,
whneh has basen left onwared e cast [hok-
ermg candlehehn over the dinner table

Polished shding doors lead mio e
rallev kitchen of oak, burr elm and hlack
graniie so chie that the effect 15 like
standing i a very smart cigar box, A
[Aaar Yy e, the doos are Iefi L

Bevone the kichen, the ooter wall ol
||:I' IIII'.I'\-I' II.I"'\- II':'I"I ||'||].|| l:'II II-"- sl 'l-'II'I.III
conservatory bav. In the centre is a small.
SE] LI table which, for larger partes, car
b exvended by ateachong wo o che padr ol
demi=lune tables which usually stand
st the walls

3 thie walls o the stamrease leadimg 1o
the first=Noor crawimg room., o pletunes
were allovwed oo marmons town semall’
I'he drassang roont. when Paolo firse saw
it, was papered inan exuberant pattern
1] ||il:||'.-.|||:l'|-:"'~ Dirastic action was
1||'|'-:||'||. A0 CEILCT the |l'.|Ii|.||'I sl I|||'
cabinet-maker, It 1= not often vou hear
|||'=-|._;|.-"| il ||.:-":|I '.-:=-||I.'|I|'-:':| ligl=oie
e D for a hunlder, bot there is alwavs an
P -:'||'.i|-||-'.||-!1-||q b a2 e 12 Az I"\:,.I.Ilill.l T
ol Aldi Constructon — a man who ander-
slanicls whan = asked of hm. and then
cdoes 1w, perfectly. He was, says Paolo,
always there to solve a problem’. The
clrawing=room profdem - Paclo's desire
fo create o Parmsan rooni ol the Filtes
Wwils -|I1'r'||i::'j. elfected. In oa few days,

perfectly proportioned plaster panels

ABOVE LEFT The hand-painted motif on the dining-room walls was inspired by the
‘Dedatour” fabnc in the deawing room. ABOVE The hand-made oak and walnut kitchen
cabinets are by Alec Kapinos, BELOW The garden was designed by lan MacDonald







